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The Northwest Passage (NWP) 

 
BestRest Product’s Northwest Passage Adventure Route is an off-road dual-sport 

motorcycle route that runs from the Puget Sound area of Washington, eastward to 

Stevens Pass, then north to the eastern side of the Pasayten Wilderness, then eastward 

along the Canadian border, entering into Idaho around Priest Lake, then eastward into 

northwestern Montana, where it finally connect with the northern terminus of the 

Continental Divide Route. The NWP is normally ridden as loop starting in the Seattle 

area and returning to the Seattle area, but it can also be a one-way trail. Overall mileage varies depending on the 

alternates you select.  The traditional route runs 607 miles from the Seattle area to the eastern side of Priest 

Lake, ID. If you continue eastward to the Montana CDR terminus you can add another 211 miles.  70-80 % of 

the route is gravel or dirt.  There are paved sections along the way, but we avoided pavement when possible. 

 

Riding time is 6 days, which includes the return trip to the Puget Sound area.  If you're going to the north end of 

the CDR it will take you 5 days to get there, from Seattle.  Riding the NWP in reverse?  No problem, just work 

the itineraries backwards. 

 

The NWP is an Intermediate Level off road route.  It can be ridden on large displacement dual purpose 

motorcycles such as a BMW R1200GS, KTM 1190, Suzuki V-strom, etc.  It’s not for the novice off road rider, 

but you really don’t need to be an expert, either.  You should be comfortable with riding on gravel and dirt, with 

ruts and rocks, and be capable of riding comfortably on steep uphill’s and downhill’s while the bike is fully 

loaded with gear.  This route is NOT intended to challenge the upper limits of your riding abilities, cause you to 

fall, or cause damage to your motorcycle, although most riders have a tumble at least once during the week. 

 

You can ride the NWP as soon as the snow clears from the high mountain passes.  When that actually happens 

varies year to year.  Sometimes you can ride the NWP in late June, but usually it’s after the 4
th

 of July that all 

the roads are open.  If you go too early you can expect to encounter downed trees and other obstacles.  If you 

wait a few weeks you will find that 4-wheelers have kindly cut all the trees out of your way. 

 

The NWP is not a repeat or a rebranding of the excellent north-to-south Washington Back Country Discovery 

Route (WABDR)
TM

.  Instead, the NWP runs west-to-east.  The two routes happen to share a few miles of trail 

around Lake Chelan, but they are two distinct trails.  We encourage you to ride both.  The WABDR has is 

heavily travelled but the NWP remains largely unknown.  In the 3 years we’ve run this Route, we’ve never seen 

another motorcycle and we’ve only seen a few jeeps on the trails.   

 

If you want to learn more about how to ride your motorcycle off road, you can download a FREE book from the 

BestRest website that provides valuable information including  riding tips, tricks, and other methods to improve 

your off road skills.  http://www.bestrestproducts.com/p-341-how-to-ride-off-road-free-download.aspx 

 

Mr. BestRest compiled this Route from various rides he’s done over the past two decades.  In 2012 the Route 

was finalized and officially designated as the Northwest Passage (NWP). BestRest Products has sponsored a 

http://www.bestrestproducts.com/p-341-how-to-ride-off-road-free-download.aspx
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NWP Expedition for the past 3 years (2012-13-14) and we plan to do it again in 2015.  

Special thanks to Steve Irby who compiled the various GPS tracks and helped write this 

report.   

 

Bike preparation is critical to success.  All your bike’s operating systems should be in 

perfect condition.  If you need service, perform it before you begin.  Don’t take any 

chances, because if you do there’s a strong possibility that you’ll be stranded on top of 

some mountain and there won’t be anyone to help you.   

 

Knobby tires are highly recommended.  Fuel range of at least 150 miles is required.   You don’t need to carry 

extra fuel because there are gas stops every 75 miles, but emergency fuel is a good idea in case somebody else 

needs fuel.   

 

Riding gear should include heavy boots with buckles and a steel arch support.  You’ll be standing on the pegs so 

good support is critical.  Leather riding gear is discouraged; instead a good quality textile jacket and pants with 

integral armor is recommended.  Blue jeans are not sufficient protection.  Good armored gloves and a full face 

helmet are required.  You don’t need goggles, but you do need a visor that will close down to keep the dirt and 

dust out of your eyes. 

 

You need to be self-sufficient.  You’ll be camping every night so have a good tent and sleeping bag.  Be 

prepared to cook your own food, although you can usually get some food along the way.  Carry the tools and 

spares you’ll need for roadside repairs, including tire punctures.  If your bike has a known Achilles Heel, carry 

the spare parts to fix that problem along the trail.  A spare widget can save a lot of headaches. 

 

You won’t have cell phone coverage during most of the trip, but you can get service when you drop into a valley 

that has a small town.  When riding near the Canadian border some cellular service providers like to charge you 

for international roaming even if your phone only connects to a cell tower across the nearby border, and you 

make no calls.  Confirm with your service provider about the need to turn off roaming and data plans 

temporarily.  If you don’t it may cost you a couple hundred dollars.  
 

You may find places where the route is not passable due to fire closures and other natural calamities. You need 

to be ready to take detours and navigate back to the original route as needed.  On each of the past three years the 

route was changed “on the fly” to accommodate road closures.  Expect these little challenges and have your 

own adventure along the way.  

We’ve always made this trip in September when the crowds are fewer, the temperatures are more pleasant, and 

camping reservations are not needed. (i.e. Priest Lake State Park.).  Nighttime temperatures can drop quickly 

this time of year.  Every morning we awoke to a layer of frost covering everything in camp.  

It’s a good idea to check with the forest service for any information about road closures, especially if forest fires 

have been occurring in the area prior to your trip. Although most of the ride is on easy and sometimes wide 

gravel roads, there are some places where road maintenance is non-existent.  You’ll be riding on some dirt jeep 

roads.  If it rains the roads become impassable.  These areas are mentioned in some track descriptions, but you 

may find that road conditions have changed in other places since we last rode the route in 2014. 

This route is designed for GPS navigation.  If you don’t have a high quality GPS that can handle tracks and 

routes and breadcrumbs, your journey will be much harder and much slower.  Invest in a Garmin Monterra, 

Montana, Zumo 550 or another other model that will handle the rigors of this journey.  From our experience, 

low-end hand-held GPS’s just aren’t up to the task.   

We strongly suggest that you carry backup paper maps of the route in case of GPS failure or other re-routing 

when conditions warrant it.  It’s also helpful to have a large paper map overview of the entire route so you can 

see where you’ve ridden that day, and plan where you’re going the following day.  Every rider should carry a 

copy of the map so they can navigate on their own if they get separated from the group.  
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This document contains a brief day-by-day description of the route, along with tips for 

the user on places to camp and places to get food and fuel.  It does not cover all the 

roads, list the turns, describe all hazards, or provide all the details.  As with all back 

road adventure motorcycle riding, you are responsible for avoiding roads that require 

more than your personal riding skill level can handle. BestRest Products LLC, its 

owners, employees or volunteers, the authors of this article and all other persons 

associated with this document, assume no responsibility or liability whatsoever for the 

use of this material, including any GPS tracks, routes, or other information.  This 

information is provided free of charge and is based on our own personal travels, which 

might be wrong.  We’ve tried to be accurate but mistakes happen. Your journey may vary from ours.  Your 

challenges may be different.  You assume all risks for your actions.  Don’t blame us if you get lost or have an 

accident. 

 

Group Riding Tips  

 
The bigger the group, the slower their progress.  Two riders together will make the fastest time, whereas a group 

of 10 riders will take at least 25% longer because of the “slinky effect” of riding in a group.  On our own rides 

the main group was broken down into cells of 2 or 3 riders who were designated as “riding buddies”.  At the end 

of Day 1 the ride leaders evaluated each 2-man group and confirmed they were able to navigate together, get 

along with each other, and support each other along the way.  Instead of riding in a pack we designated rest and 

rally points ahead and everyone met up at those points so we could be sure no one was lost or broken down.  

Each cell rode at their own pace, navigated on their own, and stopping and starting when they wanted. 

 

Your group should establish break-down procedures, lost rider procedures, and injured rider procedures in 

advance.  At the end of the day discuss how these procedures worked and modify them if needed.  Depending 

on your skill level, the size of your group, and how long you dawdle at each junction and gas stop, your travel 

time may vary.   

 

NWP Daily Log Notes and GPS-101 

 

These notes refer to the set of GPS TRACKS published on Garmin Adventures and the BestRest Products 

website.   www.bestrestproducts.com 

 

A few words about GPS navigation and the use of the accompanying track files:  There is a distinct difference 

between GPS ROUTES and GPS TRACKS. Here is a description from the Garmin.com website:   

 

 ROUTES are pre-defined paths created from a group of location points entered into the GPS receiver in 

the sequence you desire to navigate them.  Location points can be user generated waypoints or points of 

interest that have been loaded from a map or from a Garmin program  

 ROUTES are created on the computer and/or on the device  

 TRACKS act like breadcrumb trails, allowing you to see where you or another individual traveled in the 

past. This allows you to navigate a path previously taken.  

 TRACKS contain track points, not waypoints or points of interest  

 

SAVED TRACKS:  

 Created typically from an active track log (someone’s been there before you and created a track record) 

 Tracks can have a limit to the maximum amount of track points based on the device (for example: 250, 

500, 10,000 track points maximum). Creation can result in points being consolidated (on device) or 

http://www.bestrestproducts.com/
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truncated (from computer to device) depending on the source, to meet above 

device track point limits. 

 We encourage going to the Garmin Support website and read the FAQ's on this 

topic if you are not too familiar with GPS navigation. 

The Northwest Passage (NWP) GPS tracks you’ll be following are SAVED TRACKS, 

insofar as they are copied from our own personal Active Track Log while we were 

riding these roads.  They are not “Routes” that tell you where to turn etc.   

We strongly suggest that you load these TRACKS into your GPS device and follow 

these tracks as you ride.  Some folks have tried loading the NWP track into Basecamp software (free download 

from Garmin here: www.adventures.garmin.com),   then they converted it into a “route” and attempted to use 

the auto-routing features in their GPS device to get them to their destination.  That method does not always 

work.  If the GPS “Auto-Recalculate” feature is turned on, then the GPS will look at the other roads in the area 

and it will possibly route you via a road that is closed.   The “track” should be installed also, and made visible 

by checking “Show on Map” in the track manager. 

In the descriptions to follow, any use of the word “ROUTE” is synonymous with the word “TRACK”.  

We might call them a “route” because it’s just easier for us to write the report that way. 

The track files contain the maximum track points from the original recorded “Active” or “Current” tracks as 

they were originally ridden.  Some tracks may not have the original date/time/altitude/speed information, as 

they have been edited, but we have ridden all of them. Consult your owner’s manual or Garmin website specs 

for your device to be sure that it can handle the number of track points provided.  If necessary, you can open the 

track properties box for the track and use the filter button to limit the track to the maximum points allowed by 

your device.  We list the number of track points for each section of the route, so you’ll know if you need to 

reduce the number of track points to fit your GPS system. 

The daily mileage is listed along with the GPS Track files to use for the day's ride.  Daily mileage does not 

include mileage that may come from taking one of the alternate routes, but we did provide those alternate tracks 

for your use.  Note that the Tracks are listed in sequential order: 01, 02, 03, etc. with a brief title behind that 

number.  When checking your GPS for the proper track for the day, select the number and name as described 

below. 

Riding times are shown for each day, but are approximate ONLY.  If you’re riding with 1 other bike you might 

beat these times.  If you’re with a larger group its going to take longer.  Allow time for unexpected events. 

 

Other info and tips that BestRest uses when running the NWP:   
 

 When we’re on the trail we typically ride in two’s using the buddy-system, with the rest of the column 

somewhere in front or behind, spaced 2-5 minutes apart.  This keeps dust to a minimum, it prevents the 

“herd mentality”, and it gives each rider the opportunity to experience the solitude of the country we’ll 

be visiting.   

 

 We may initially designate your riding partner, but after the first day it’ll be up to you to pair-up with 

another rider who has a similar riding style and personality.  In any event, you must ride with a buddy.  

They are your safety line and your support staff.  You are theirs.  Don’t leave your wingman. 

 

 We’ll set regular rally points along the route.  You can ride at your own pace with your buddy, and we’ll 

all meet at the rally point.  No need to ride in a group.  Set your own pace with your riding buddy. 

 

http://www.adventures.garmin.com/
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 We won’t be riding fast and we won’t ride in a Harley-esque gaggle of 

thundering GS’s, even if we’re  on the highways.  Nothing to prove to 

anybody, no heroics,  no demonstrations of how good a rider you might 

think you are.  At the end of the ride we’ll know who’s good and who is 

even good-er.  It’s surprising how quickly a rider’s skills improve after 

they’ve been riding off-road for 3-4 days. 

 

 We’ll set a daily departure time each day.  You leave early, you can leave 

late.  If you’re a dawdler and you take longer to get going in the morning or 

at each stop, that’s OK, as long as you and your riding buddy agree.  Trail etiquette calls for everyone to 

get ready ahead of departure time, so nobody has to wait for you.    

 

 Whenever you park your bike, leave enough room between your bike and the other guy so that when  

your bike falls over, it isn’t going to hit your buddy’s bike.  It’s fairly common for riders to tip over 

when the side stand digs into the soft uneven ground, so leave plenty of room for a tumble.  It happens 

to everyone at least once during the ride.  If you violate this rule, you’ll see incoming pine cones from 

other riders, and you’ll get heckled around the campfire, plus you’ll be paying for the damages to the 

other bike. 

 

 Don’t follow too closely, on the road or on the trail.  If you’re watching your buddy’s rear tire, you’re 

too close.  Pick your own riding path several 7-10 seconds apart, and don’t become fixated on his path.  

Dust can obscure his brake light so if you’re following too close you’re gonna tag his back end.   

 

 When planning and packing your camping gear, assume you’re on your own.  Bring your own stove, 

tent, etc.  You must be self-sufficient.  If you already have a riding buddy, you can share gear, but don’t 

assume that someone will boil water for you or feed you from their supplies.  If you can survive on 

camp scraps, great, but plan your meals.  Usually you’ll want to carry 3-4 freeze dried meals.  We often 

pass thru small towns late in the afternoon, so you can buy food there and carry it to the next camp.  

You’ll need to carry water.  You can use your Camelbak, or you can carry a jug.  Steve and I use old 

plastic wine box bladders (enjoy the contents, then peel away the box, pull the spigot and flush the 

bladder.  They pack flat.  We fill them at the last town we pass thru and that gives us almost a gallon at 

the campsite. 

 

 Prepare for cool weather.  We’re riding in the mountains in mid-September, so temps can get down to 

freezing.  Don’t bring a summer sleeping bag.  Have extra layers to stay warm.  Wear a wool cap at 

night.  Bring warm gloves, socks, long underwear.  Small heat packs are a good idea to keep you warm.  

An emergency space blanket is a good idea.  Bug repellent is also needed. 

 

 Fuel shouldn’t be an issue.  The longest stretch is a bit over 100 miles between towns.  If you keep an 

eye on your fuel, filling whenever it drops below ½, you should be OK.  If you run out, we can always 

siphon gas from one of the big-tanked Adventures, but the price of that gas will run between $25-$50 

per gallon, depending on the mood of your buddy.  Steve once charged me $20 for a ½ gallon of gas.  All 

in good fun. 

 

 It’s assumed that each of you have a valid driver’s license with motorcycle endorsement, current license 

plates, and that you have proper insurance coverage on your motorcycle. Check your tabs, check your 

D/L, check your insurance and have a wallet copy.  It’s also a good idea to let us know about any 

medical issues that might become a problem on the trail.   

 

 It is also assumed that your bike is in good mechanical condition, with current service (oil, drive train, 

electrics, etc.), with fresh tires suitable for the rigors of off-roading.   If you need to do any work, please 
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attend to this now and don’t wait until the last minute.  It’s no fun to have a 

rider break down on the trail because they didn’t perform routine and 

preventative maintenance.  It slows down the entire group.  You may be 

showered with pine cones thrown by other riders if you didn’t take care of 

your bike before the event. 

 

 Travel light, but bring the essentials.  Every pound you pack makes the bike 

more ponderous.  Try not to bring the kitchen sink.  You can purchase some 

gear along the route when we stop for gas.   

 

 We suggest you purchase a Washington Discover Pass.  You can buy them from any WA sporting goods 

store.  Although we’ve never had an issue, we’ll be passing thru WA state lands and we’ll be stopping in 

one WA State Park, so a Discover Pass prevents you from getting a ticket from the Man. 

 

 This ride is weather contingent.  Early snows or heavy rains will make some tracks unpassable.  In that 

case we will re-route, but we will still do the ride in some fashion. 

 

 If you haven’t already read the book “How To Ride Off-Road”, please do in the coming months.  There’s 

some tips in there that I haven’t mentioned.  http://www.bestrestproducts.com/p-341-how-to-ride-off-

road-free-download.aspx 

 

 

http://www.bestrestproducts.com/p-341-how-to-ride-off-road-free-download.aspx
http://www.bestrestproducts.com/p-341-how-to-ride-off-road-free-download.aspx
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Recommended Products For Your Adventure Ride 
 

This photo shows a short list of products that are part of our “Northwest Passage Expedition Kits”.  We 

recommend you carry this gear… because you’re gonna need it.  We’ve used all these items on every NWP 

event and they’ve saved us a lot of headaches.  Not to mention that they’ve prevented a few disasters. 

 

1.  CyclePump tire inflator  - fills a flat  in 2-3 minutes.  Reliable, dependable, bulletproof.  You can buy a 

cheaper pump, but you can’t buy a better pump. 
 

2. EZAir Tire Gauge – Bleed button on top lets you air-down when you hit the dirt. When you need to fill 

the tire you can fill thru the gauge (input valve stem on side of the gauge). 
 

3. Right Angle Valve Stem – (not shown) Makes it easy to fit air chucks between clears the hub and spokes 
 

4. Universal Tire Repair Kit – Repairs both tubed and tubeless tires.  Vulcanizing glue for extra strength. 
 

5. Donor Hose – Turns one wheel into a high pressure air tank, use it to seat the bead on a tubeless tire. 
 

6. Battery Jumper Cables – Smallest, lightest jumper cables on the market.   
 

7. BeadSetR – Racheting strap system that spread tubeless sidewalls so you can build pressure in the tire. 
 

8. Motorcycle Recovery Kit (MRS) – A rope and pulley system used to haul a downed bike back onto the 

trail, also doubles as a towing system for a disabled bike. 
 

9. TireIron BeadBrakR – A complete tire changing kit. Assemble 3 tire irons into a compound levering 

device, breaks the bead, use the irons to spoon off the tire. Includes lube, rim protectors, and more.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1. 

 

3. 

 

6. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

8. 

 

2. 

 

9. 

 

7. 
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Check the BestRest website for full details on the NorthWest Passage Expedition Kits. 

 

     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   SET YOUR PRINTER TO 2-SIDED PRINTING AND PRINT THESE 

ITINERARIES. EACH SHEET COVERS 1 DAY OF RIDING    
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Day 1:Seattle to Cooper Mountain 
183 miles for the day.  Riding time 9-10-11 hours. 
 

Track name:  01 BESTREST TO SMITHBROOK 

Track Length: 78.1 miles 

Track Points: 372 

 

Leaving BestRest Headquarters in Mountlake Terrace we follow interstate highways and US 2 to the summit of 

Stevens Pass. Crossing over the pass and turning left past the divided highway sign onto Smithbrook road, 

where tire pressures should be lowered for the gravel roads which will predominate the rest of the week.  

Watch the video for tire pressure recommendations. 

 

Track name:  01A  ALT COAST TO OROVILLE  (For riders starting at the Pacific Coast) 

Track Length: 275 miles 

Track Points: 3971 

 

This is an alternate track connecting to the main route at Brooks Junction just north of Conconully. This is for 

those riders who wish to begin north of Seattle on Highway 20.  Riders from B.C. and far northwest WA may 

find this more direct route more appealing.  

 

Riders coming from the east of the Continental Divide, who wish to ride the whole route in reverse will enjoy 

this inclusion of Destination Highways No. 1 road in the state along state Rte. 20 over Washington and Rainy 

Passes ending up on Puget Sound.  

 

This track is all paved until you leave Hwy 20 at Mazama. Climbing into the hills of the Okanogan National 

Forest along the 5200 and Cub Creek roads we head north on the W. Chewuch river road before crossing the 

river and connecting with the 3700 road for a bit before bearing left (North) onto the 3900 road which will 

connect with the main route 3820 where you stay left at the “T” heading north.  

 

This track ends along the main route ( 04 Conconully Lost Lake) in the town of Oroville.  Good camping is 

available in town on the lake shore in the city park campground (fee). If the day is late, I suggest camping in 

Oroville and picking up the main route into Lost Lake and beyond the next morning. 

 

 If you have the time, the Molson Alt. Is highly recommended when leaving Oroville as well. See  

Track  #04A on day 2 for further information on this track. 

 

 

Track name:  02 SMITHBROOK TO COOPER 

Track Length: 105 miles 

Track Points: 5063 

 

Passing Lake Wenatchee and the nearby town of Plain we climb the grade up to the broad switchback of 

Maverick Saddle and enjoy the wide views of the valley below and the Lake beyond.  Continuing through an 

old fire burn area the spur road left leads up to Sugar-loaf Fire Lookout station for a welcome break and vast 

views.  By the time you rejoin the route you will have ridden the one of most challenging parts of the whole 

trip.  Advanced Intermediate riders will enjoy it , novice riders might choose an alternate route to meet up with 

the group down the track at French Corral junction, reached from the Eagle Creek Road off Chumstick Hwy 

south of Plain, and 7500 /7520/7801 roads.  

 

After a gas/food stop at Ardenvoir Store the route over to Chelan via Mad Creek and nf-5300.  There’s a steep  
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Day 1: Continued 

 

downhill and a short rutted section which requires caution.  Check your saddlebags to 

make sure they’re still attached; we’ve lost a few along this trail.  You’ll turn left at the 

paved Navarre Coulee Road. 

 

After intersecting the S. Lake shore road, a right turn takes you to a fuel stop at the 

junction with Hwy-97alt.   Merge with 97 and head into Chelan to stop for food and drink supplies at the local 

Safeway store.  Cooper Ridge camping is primitive and dry.  There are no facilities at the campsite so buy/carry 

at least 1 gallon of water.  

 

We usually find that we’re leaving Chelan about 5:00 PM, with the sun in our eyes.  This low sun angle can 

make the dust from the rider ahead disappear into a solid wall of nothingness.  Use caution, keep a safe 

following distance.  Riders who travel earlier than September might not experience this phenomenon. 

 

Arrival at Cooper Mountain can be a bit of a challenge as the road is often sandy and/or rutted in places right 

near the top.  A night under the stars on this open ridge can be quite nice.  Due to fire and wind conditions 

there’s usually no campfires allowed.  Use a camp stove for your cooking needs.   

 

Track name:  02A  ALT ARDENVOIR Shady Pass 

Track Length: 56.8 miles 

Track Points: 1130 Added riding time 1-1/2 hours so plan accordingly.   

You want to arrive at Camp 1 before dark. 

 

This alternate track will take you north from Ardenvoir on Entiat River Road. You’ll ride about 18 miles on 

pavement to the turnoff  to Shady Pass Road.  The next 35 miles is sandy gravel over Shady Pass and down to 

Lake Chelan at 25 Mile campground.  There are spectacular views of the lake and mountains.  Once you drop 

out of the mountains you reach the shores of Lake Chelan.  Head south along the paved lake shore road, to 

rejoin the main route #2 by the Alpenhorn cafe at the junction with Hwy 971.  Change to Track #2 and head into 

Chelan for supplies at Safeway. 

 

Depending on the time of day and your fatigue level, you may not want to take this alternate.  It will add at least 

1-1/2 hours to your riding time.  If the day is getting late, skip this alternate and take Track 02 Smithbrook to 

Cooper.  

 

                                      You’re gonna want a CyclePump on this ride. It’ll fill your tires in  2-3 

minutes after you make a field repair.  No finer inflator in the world. 

Our Clip-On 90* valve stem makes it easy to 

fit an air chuck onto your tire valve stem 
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Day 2: Cooper Mtn. To Lost Lake 

183 miles for the day.  Riding time 8-9 hours. 

Track name:  03 COOPER CONCONULLY 

Track Length: 77.4 miles 

Track Points: 1786 

 

Return the short distance to the main ridge road, then turn sharp left (north). The track 

heads north to a junction with the Black Canyon Rd. 4010.  During fire season this may 

be a detour route to highway 153 below.  Continue on the 4330 road winding down the hill to connect with the 

S. Fork Gold Creek Road which leads to SR 153. 

 

Head north through Carlton after getting gas/food as needed.  In a couple miles turn right onto Benson Creek 

Road which becomes NF-4150 to a four way crossing.  Take the left onto 415030 to another junction where you 

bear left onto 4100 which becomes 41 and connects to Hwy 20 in a few miles.  Turn right onto the highway go a 

few hundred yards, then and take the next left following the 42 road toward Conconully.  Loup Loup 

campground is 1 mile north on 42.  It’s a good place for a break and a snack. 

 

When you reach Conconolly the State Park on the lake makes a nice mid-day rest-stop.  A Washington State 

Parks “Discovery Pass may be required for day use.  Expect crowds during summer season.  Pay showers are 

available.  Gas is available at the general store. 

 

 

Track name:  04 CONCONULLY LOST LK 

Track Length: 106 miles 

Track Points: 2016 

 

Heading north out of Conconully on 42, the road is paved for several miles, then turns to gravel. You’ll be 

passing through a massive fire burn area in a remote part of the state east of the Pasayten Wilderness.   

 

If you’re planning to camp in the northern end of this route be aware that this is a very remote area.  Expect to 

encounter lions and tigers and bears (oh MY!).  Hang your food away from the reach of bears.  It would be 

better to camp in Oroville or at the final destination Lost Lake.   

 

You’ll be on pavement soon after turning east on Toats Coulee Road.  Then north past Palmer Lake.  Be 

watchful of deer between the lake and the apple orchards.  They’re thick a fleas and can ruin your day.  

At Nighthawk you’ll turn east on the Loomis-Oroville road.  (Canadian border 2 miles away).  Ride into 

Oroville and get gas.  We stock up on food for cooking dinner at Lost Lake. Oroville is the last services for fuel 

and food before the Lost Lake camp. 

 

Leave Oroville via paved road to a point just south of Chesaw, then the road to Lost Lake turns to gravel.   Lost 

Lake Campground is hosted and there is a camping fee.  You can swim in the lake and firewood can be found or 

purchased from the camp host.  A group site is available (subject to prior reservations). 
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Day 2: Continued  

 

 

Track name:  04A ALT Molson Loop 

Track Length: 18.8 miles 

Track Points: 308  Added riding time 45 minutes not including stop in Molson 

 

 

If time allows, you can take this wide smooth gravel road up to the border and stop at a few historic spots and 

ponder what it must have been like pioneering here over 100 years ago.  The old town-site of Sidley B.C. has an 

interesting interpretive sign next to the border fence.  Continuing on to the old Molson town-site there is a 

museum, open in the summer months and quite worth a look.  Also there is a collection of old farming 

implements as well as some preserved older buildings to see, inside and out. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 

 

 

BestRest’s Universal Tire Repair Kit will repair BOTH tubed and tubeless tires.  This kit uses a special 

vulcanizing glue that fuses and bonds the strings or patches to the rubber of your tube or tire.  Developed 

for the trucking industry, these strings and patches are the strongest and most durable repairs you can make 

in the field.  Everything fits intp the handy collapsible storage tube. 
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Day 3: Lost Lake to Boundary Dam 

161 miles for the day.  Riding time 6-7 hours 

Track name:  05  LOST LK TUGBOAT 

Track Length: 51.5 miles 

Track Points: 1151 

 

No, there is no tugboat in the lake, but at the far end of this track you might want to 

stop at a drive-in burger stand in Curlew, named The Tugboat.   

 

Head south from Lost Lake on a lightly maintained gravel road.  Along the lake shore is a good place to view 

this gem of a campground.  The road is rough in places but nothing too technical.  Watch your GPS track 

carefully for the next few miles, as there are many roads leading elsewhere.  You do not want to be auto -

recalculating a route.  Follow the track. 

 

You’ll hit the paved Bonaparte Lake Road, turn left.  If you turn right and go 2 miles you’ll find Bonaparte Lake 

Lodge which is a great place to eat.  

 

You’ll hit Oroville Toroda Creek Road, turn right.(City Nav calls it “Chesaw Rd.”)  Stay on it for 2 miles, then 

left on Pontiac Ridge Road.  Smooth sweeping road climbs into the high ponderosa.   

 

You will come up to an unmapped wide gravel road crossing your path.  There is a Mining Icon on the track 

indicating this is a mine road, which you cross over. The track falls away on the other side so it is not evident 

when you stop for the mine road.  Big trucks work this road hauling gold ore from the Buckhorn Mine down to 

the Kinross plant in Winthrop.  They won’t stop for you if you’re in their way – don’t become a dark spot on the 

gravel. 

 

Turn left on the paved Toroda Crk. Rd which leads to the bridge across the Kettle River.  For an interesting 

diversion take the right turn onto gravel to the smallest state park in Washington: Ranald Mac Donald’s 

Gravesite State Park.  He was quite the adventurer and his story is worth reading. North from Toroda a few 

miles turn right (east) on Catherine Creek Road and head for seven switchbacks which will take you up to the 

saddle between summits of Vulcan and Little Vulcan Mountains.   

 

 

                
 

The MRS (Motorcycle Recovery System) can haul a 

fallen bike back on the trail, or it can be used as a towing 

system for a disabled bike. 
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Day 3: Continued  

 

Continue down the grade and you’ll be above the town of Curlew.  Just before you hit 

the highway there’s a gravel road that leads to a tiny church up on the hill, which is a 

local tourist stop.  Great views of the area from the church. 

 

Turn right on the main highway (21) and a mile later you’ll find the “Tugboat” drive in.  

Good burgers and shakes. 

 

There is gas on the right side, just before the Tugboat.  It’s an unmanned self-service pump, bring a credit card.  

The old town of Curlew is on the east side of the river.  There’s a general store but not much else.   

 

Track name:  06  TUGBOAT NORTHPORT 

Track Length: 76.7 miles 

Track Points: 1752 

 

After lunch with the Tugboat Captain and “crew”, head up the pavement on Hwy 21 on a nice strip of curvy 

tarmac.  Just before you hit the border at Danville, the route turns east onto Lone Ranch Creek Road and goes  

 

up and over the north shoulder of Green Mt..  It then goes down Boulder Creek to connect with US-395.   

 

Turn north on 395 toward Laurier.  Just before the border turn east on gravel on Box Canyon Deep Creek Road.  

You’ll be heading east heading toward Northport.   

 

You’ll go past Summit Lake, which is on the right (south).  It’s a steep downhill to a campground.  The slope of 

the campsites makes it undesirable for overnight camping.   

 

FR-15 is a long downhill cruise. You’ll ride over a bunch of water-bars along Big Sheep Creek; these oversized 

whoops will make you want to play motocrosser and they’ll exercise your suspension for sure.  Don’t get 

carried away; you’ve still got a long way to go and you need to conserve your bike. 

  

 

We plan to camp at Boundary Dam this night.  There is no food or fuel.  Northport is the last chance so stock 

up.  There’s a gas station as soon as you cross the bridge on the end of town. The local grocery store is called 

“TONY'S” and it’s located on the west end of town on the north side of Hwy 25.   You’ll need to get food but 

don’t worry about water. 

 

 

Track name:  07  NORTHPORT BOUNDARY 

Track Length: 32.6 miles 

Track Points: 640 

 

With beverages and ice secured, go north.  Don’t cross the big bridge across the river, keep on the east side 

paved road.  The track is paved for about 15 miles then it turns to fun gravel up Cedar creek and over Hooknose 

Ridge.  There’s a cool ride thru a dark tunnel of trees.   

 

Once you reach the summit you’ll drop down to Crawford St. Park where the paved road returns.  In summer 

the St. Park offers camping and spelunking.  In 2.5 more miles you will be down at Seattle City Light's 

Boundary Dam Hydro station.  Turn sharp left.  The campground is free and offers flush toilets and hand dryers.  
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Swimming off of the dock is a welcome treat after this long day on the trail.   

Day 4: Boundary Dam to Priest Lake 

State Park, ID 80 miles for the day.  Riding time 4-5 hours. 

Track name:  08  BOUNDARY PRIESTLK 

Track Length: 80.3 miles 

Track Points: 1766 

 

It is about 12 miles from the Boundary dam campground to the next towns of Metaline and Metaline Falls. 

Metaline Falls has a good cafe for breakfast;  Metaline has the only gas station in the area.  When you hit 

Highway 31 turn RIGHT and ride 1 mile to gas.  Then reverse your course and head north into Metalline Falls 

and pick up the track. 

 

This will be the shortest day of the route.  You’re probably ready for an easy day by now.  Our group completed 

this leg of into Priest Lake at a leisurely pace, no hurry, no agenda.  Take your time, smell the roses.  Some 

riders went into Metaline Falls for a breakfast at Cathy's Cafe on 5
th

 St.  Others rode up to the dam observation 

deck on Hwy 31.   

 

 

The road up the Sullivan creek is one of the nicest GS rides you'll find.  With gentle curving grades and broad 

views appearing between sections of tree tunnels filtering light.   

 

You’ll go over the summit at Pass Creek Pass.  If you’re lucky  you can get cell coverage.  You’ll go downhill 

and come to a “T” intersection at Granite Pass.   

 

[Note:  if you turn to the right at the “T” intersection, going south, you’ll be on NF-302 which leads to Nordman 

and Hwy 57 on the west side of Priest Lake and the town of Priest River on US-2.] 

 

Northwest Passage Route turns left (northeast) on NF-1013.  This road crosses into Idaho and connects with 

Upper Priest Lake road (Track #08A below). 

 

At Upper Priest Lake road riders who do not want to deal with a rocky uphill section on the route ahead can 

load the #08A ALT Trapper Creek EZ Alt Track.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 All riders follow Track 08 into Priest Lake state park.  Choose a campsite if you’re riding after Labor Day 

weekend.  Before Labor Day, reservations are required.  Note the number on your campsite and return to the 

office to register.  There is a store next to the office, with supplies like chips and dip and canned food, but no 

alcohol is sold there.  The store closes early, around 4:30 or 5:00 when we were there in September. 

Alternate Ride to east side of the Dam (no track provided)  

 

For those who appreciate hydro-electric engineering, there’s an impressive viewpoint with a protruding 

deck that juts out for a great view of the face of Boundary Dam, the power lines and the river flowing north 

into Canada.  From the campground you could see the lookout deck on the rocky hill to the northeast. 

 

To get to the lookout: Head northeast out of Metaline Falls, up the hill on Hwy. 31, continue north on 31 for  

9.5 miles.  Turn left on  the East-side Access Road. It is about 2.5 miles from the highway to the lookout.  

 

Track name:  08A ALT TRAPPER CREEK EZ Alt 

Track Length: 5.8 miles 

Track Points: 227 Shorter route than main route, 30 minutes less travel time. 

 

For those who don't want a bit of expert uphill baby-head rock action, which the main route provides, we offer 

this road  “Upper Priest Lake Rd.” , your mom could drive her Chevy on, to get you around the rough stuff 

and rejoin the main track again in about six miles.  The sign where this road begins reads “ Lion head State 

Park 18 → “  So, this road will merge with Track #08 in about six miles and in 18 miles you will be passing 

the Lion head Unit of Priest Lake State Park.  Continue to follow track #08 to the “Indian Creek Unit” Priest 

Lake State Park, about ten miles further.  
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Day 4: Continued 
 

If  cold beer is on your menu, you can ride 11.5 miles south to the Coolin Store,  

or...better yet, ride with your buddies 7.3 miles south to Cavanaugh Bay Resort for 

GREAT food, full bar, micro-brews & gorgeous views of the lake. If this is the end of 

your trip, Cavanaugh's is a great place to celebrate the successful completion of your 

Northwest Passage Adventure.   

 

If you are continuing eastward to Montana and the northern terminus of the Continental Divide Ride, select 

Track 15. 

 

If you are turning back toward Puget Sound, you have 2 options: 

 

Track 9 for an all-pavement ride south to Priest River, then west to Newport and Usk (or)  

 

Track 10 for a good dirt ride over Kalispell Rock to the Pend Oreille River and Usk.  It took us 3 years to find 

this route that goes over the Washington /Idaho border and over the mountain range.  For that reason it’s the 

preferred route with our group.  There’s an opportunity for camping (or fishing?) at Pettit Lake.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

These photos show the BestRest TCM (Tire 

Changing Mat).  This 36”x36” Cordura mat 

provides a clean working surface when you’re 

changing a tire or making a repair.  A storage 

pouch at lower left will hold a TireIron 

BeadBrakR or other tire tools.  Loops on all 

corners allow you to stake the TCM to the ground, 

or hang it from a tree, or tie it to your bike to dry 

out.  We also use the TCM as a picnic tablecloth, 

seat pad, rain cover, and as a doormat in front of 

out tent. 
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Day 5/6: Priest Lake to Republic, WA  
(All routes share same 1

st
 leg, then there are 3 options) 

 

09 IS A SHORT TRANSITION SECTION FOR ALL ROUTES  

 

09 PRIEST LAKE TO COOLIN  

Short 11.3 mile transition section, southward along the Lake. 

 

Fuel up at the Coolin Junction.  Select your desired return route, dirt or paved, baked potato or rice pilaf. 

 

If you want to ride some more dirt, select Tracks 10, 11, 12. 

 

If you want to go via pavement the rest of the day, select Tracks 09A, 11, 12 

 

 

 

OPTION # 1 – DIRT FIRST, THEN PAVED ROADS (MORE FUN – PREFERRED ROUTE) 

Track name:  10 COOLIN USK DIRT 

Track Length: 58.5 miles + St. Park to Coolin 11.5 mi = 70 miles 

+ Usk to Chewelah 25.7 mi. on the balance of Track #9 = 95.7 miles 

Track Points: 456  Slower riding time, about 8 hours via dirt 

  

The dirt section over the top is 22.5 miles of the total.  You will miss the huckleberry milkshakes and 

hamburgers at Priest River, but there is a mediocre Burger Hut/Convenience store in Usk if you want to try it.  

 

You will be leaving Coolin and following Hwy. 57 north to Kalispell Road.  Turn west and follow the “308” 

road over the top passing Kalispell Rock.  Explore Petit Lake near the summit.  Drop down to LeClerc Creek 

road.  Stop at the gardens when you meet the pavement.  Someone put a lot of time into landscaping.  Go south 

along the Pend Oreille River, cross the bridge and go into Usk.  Then rejoin the Track #11 into Chewelah. 

 

 

OPTION # 2 – ALL PAVED ROADS 

Track name:  09A PRIEST USK  -  ALL PAVED 

Track Length: 87.2 miles 

Track Points: 461  Quicker riding time, about 6 hours via pavement 

 

If you elect to forgo the great GS route over the top of Kalispell Rock, this track will whisk you westward to 

Central Washington on some truly great twisties.  Check your bikes for correct tire pressures (air-up) and check 

for any loose nuts and bolts; you’re not gonna want any issues when the pace picks up on Flowery Trail Road. 

 

We like to stop for lunch or a milk shake at the “Burger Express”, a 50's themed burger stand on the highway in 

Priest River. 

 

Head into Newport WA and follow Hwy 20 to near Usk and watch for the left turn onto McKenzie Road.  You 

will see signs for Flowery Trail Road and 59 degrees North Ski area when you are on the route.  Ride your own 

ride over to Chewelah and re-group there for the next leg, Chewelah to Republic. 
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Day 5/6 Continued 
Track Name:  11 USK CHEWELAH PAVED 

Track Length:  25.8 miles 

Track Points:  241 

Flowery Trail Road, over the ski area summit.  Great sweeping turns and twisty roads.  

You’ll enjoy the changes in elevation.  Great views and clear skies. 

 

 

Track name:  12 CHEWELAH  REPUBLIC all paved 

Track Length: 95.5 miles 

Track Points: 438 

 

More twisty back-roads over to Gifford for a free ferry ride across Lake Roosevelt.  This puts you onto the 

Colville Indian Reservation where speed limits are enforced.  Be especially watchful in the town of Inchelium 

just above the ferry dock, where a Tribal Policeman likes to make his quota.  25MPH means 25MPH, not 26. 

 

Crossing the reservation on good paved roads brings you to Hwy. 21. Head north to Republic. 

At the stop sign where Hwy. 21 meets Hwy. 20, turn right, east, and travel two+ miles to the entrance to Ferry 

County Fairgrounds for camping on shady grass. There is a fee system here but it is not always evident about 

how to pay.   

 

Excellent food is available in Republic.  The local micro-brewery has a bar on the main street which does not 

serve food.  They DO have menus for several local restaurants and a good pizza place.  You can place an order 

by phone directly with the food vendor and they will deliver to your bar table. Nice! 

 

Day 6: Return Ride - Republic To Puget Sound Area 

288 miles for the day.  Riding time 8 hours. 

Track name:  13 REPUBLIC OMAK  All paved 

Track Length: 66.7 miles 

Track Points: 664 

 

This route may be quite familiar to Washington riders, but it is important for all to remember to watch out for 

deer on or near the road all along Highway 20, and along Hwy 97 south to Omak.  

 

The track leads you west to Tonasket and south to Omak. Turn right, west on Riverside Dr. past a gas station 

entering Omak's shopping district where you head for breakfast at an excellent cafe on the east side of Main St. 

called Magoo's.  We have eaten there for years.  On Sunday mornings it can be crowded. 

 

Track name:  14 Omak to BestRest Products) 

Track Length: 222 miles 

Track Points: 2593 

 

Heading south through the nearby town of Okanogan brings you to the junction with Hwy 20, the  highly rated 

twisty route over the north Cascade mountains to Puget Sound.  

 

Most riders will go their own way from Omak, heading west over Highway 20, or south along the Highway 97 

toward Wenatchee.  This route shows you how we usually ride home, via Hwy 530 to Arlington.  Also, if you 

haven't ridden your bike across the top of Diablo Dam, this route shows you how.  Enjoy! 
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ALTERNATE DAY 5  

                       LET’S GO TO MONTANA !!! 

 

This route takes you eastward across Idaho, 

into Montana, and ends at the northern 

terminus of the N-S Continental Divide Route 

 

ALT Day 5: COOLIN TO ROOSVILLE MT  
211 miles.  Riding time 10 hours. 
If you’re going east from Coolin ID to Roosville MT (CDR Route) take this Track 

Track name:  15 ID COOLIN TO NAPLES 

Track Length: 48.7 miles 

Track Points: 280 

 

For those true adventurers with the time available, you will be rewarded with a ride through some beautiful wild 

back country by continuing east to Montana from Priest Lake/ Coolin 

 

This first leg is easy gravel. Go due south from Coolin, then turn east and travel over the Happy Valley to 

Sandpoint, ID.  Then you’ll go north on pavement via US-95 to Naples.  

 

Track name:  16 ID NAPLES to KOOCANUSA 

Track Length: 142 miles 

Track Points: 881 

 

This section is the best part of the ride on day six.  You may wonder why the track takes you so far south to 

Troy, MT.  This is to get you across the Kootenai River.  There was a shorter route via Leonia Rd., but the river 

bridge burned down a few years ago and is not likely to be replaced anytime soon. 

 

If you are considering camping in this area, heed the informational sign about wild animals that populate the 

backwoods of northwestern Montana. Grizzly bears, oh my!  Not to mention mountain lions. 

 

Fuel up in Troy.  Then ride north along Highway 2.  Veer off to the right on Old Highway 2.  You’ll ride north 

along an old paved forest service road with some of the worst potholes and whoops you’ve ever seen.  You’ll 

drop over a large divide and start down some paved switchbacks. At the apex of one switchback is a dirt road 

heading up a steep hill.  It’s covered with “baby head rocks”.  If you’re like us, you won’t want to take that road, 

but it’s the only one that goes where you’re going.  Hang in there, it gets better.   

 

This road will go over another divide then drops down toward the valley and the town of Yaak.  You can get 

food in the saloon and at the general store.  The storekeeper warned us about the hazards of tent camping 

because of the grizzly bears.  They like their dinner inside a nylon wrapper.  If you do camp, keep all your food 

away from the tent and sling it up in the trees where a bear can’t get to it.  Aluminum panniers will NOT keep a 

bear from getting into your food.  Bear spray is a suggested item to carry on this journey. 
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ALTERNATE DAY 5 Continued 
 

Track name:  17 MT KOOCANUSA ROOSVILLE 

Track Length: 20.3 miles 

Track Points: 182 

 

Quite the bridge! Crossing Lake Koocanusa to the Canadian border , we take Hwy. 37 

to Airport Road and follow it north to the border crossing at Roosville.  This is the 

northern terminus of the Continental Divide Ride which David Petersen and I completed in 2008.  This makes a 

connected continuation with the two routes for long distance travelers interested in a loop trip.  The Continental 

Divide continues into Canada and would make an excellent start to a return loop to Puget Sound through British 

Columbia.  

 

Food and lodging is available in Eureka, MT , 8 miles south of the Canadian border on Hwy. 93 

 

From Roosville you can ride south on the Continental Divide Route.  2800 miles further south you’ll hit the 

Mexican border at Antelope Wells.  Have a good ride.  It’ll take about 14 days.  From our experience you’ll 

have a tough time going back home again.   

 

 

 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

Please share the links you used to download this trip information with others.  Let us know of any errors, 

permanent closures or other necessary corrections needed and we’ll update the files for others to benefit. This 

information may be freely distributed, assuming that you credit the original source: BestRest Products    

 

The Washington Back Country Discovery Route (WABDR) is a trademark of Back Country Discovery Routes 

LLC. http://www.backcountrydiscoveryroutes.com/About-Backcountry-Discovery-Routes 

 

Steve Irby’s photo gallery for the Northwest Passage Route 2012-2013-2014 rides are located at   

 http://sirby.smugmug.com/Motorcycles/Campouts-and-Rides/Northwest-Passage-Slideshow-co/  

 

For more information about this ride go to : www.bestrestproducts.com  and click on the left column tab called 

Northwest Passage, or click the BestRest Adventures button on the top navigation bar 

 

Steve Irby and David Petersen can be reached here:  info@bestrestproducts.com 

 

Enjoy the ride, 

 

-Steve Irby and David Petersen (Mr. BestRest) 

 

 

©2014 David Petersen 

BestRest Products LLC 

All Rights Reserved 

Permission is given for individual person(s) to duplicate and share this itinerary, screenshots, and GPS tracks, as 

long as it is not done for commercial purposes, and as long as proper attribution is given: i.e. the source of this 

material is BestRest Products www.bestrestproducts.com. Commercial duplication is prohibited. 

 

 

BestRest Products LLC 

6710 220
th

 St SW #2 

Mountlake Terrace, WA  98043 

425.673.1023 

info@bestrestproducts.com 
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SET YOUR PRINTER TO 2-SIDED PRINTING.  PRINT THESE 

PAGES BACK-TO-BACK. Don’t forget to download Part 2 


